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MINT DIRECTOR RESPONDS TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ANTHONY 
DOLLAR COIN 


Mrs. Stella B. Hackel, Director of the Mint, responded today to some 
of the most frequently asked questions about the Susan B. Anthony Dollar 
Coin which was released on July 2. The questions with her responses 
Fol low: 


Why a re-sized dollar coin? 


The dollar coin has been re-sized to make it a more widely circulated 
and convenient means of exchange for consumers and _ business 
establishments. Studies conducted for the Mint indicated that the size of 
the Eisenhower dollar was cumbersome and inconvenient for the public to 
carry and use in daily transactions for goods and services. 


In addition to making the dollar coin more convenient to use with its 
new size, a second objective of the new coin is to help alleviate the 
demand for one dollar bills and realize cost savings through reductions in 
printing, processing and destruction costs associated with the one dollar 
bills. 


The new dollar coin which costs three cents to produce can circulate 
15 years or more in good condition. A paper bill costs two cents to produce 
but lasts only 18 months at best and must then be withdrawn from the 
system, destroyed, and replaced by a new bill. 


The Federal Reserve estimates that savings can reach as high as $50 
million per year if the coin is substituted for the bill. 


How was the size of the new dollar determined? 


A Mint survey of world coins indicated that in order to provide a $1 
coin that would circulate, the weight would have to be less than nine 
grams. To provide sufficient thickness of coinability and at the same time 
be distinguishable from the quarter (which is 24.2mm in diameter), a range 
of diameters from 26.0 to 28.0mm was acceptable for production. The size 
of the Anthony dollar is 26.5mm in diameter. This size was selected so 
that the dollar coin could be distinguished from other low value foreign 
coins by automated counting, sorting and vending machines. 


The coin's relationship to the quarter is the same as the ratio 
between the quarter and the nickel. In addition, the new dollar is 43% 
heavier than the quarter. 


In responding to this question, Mrs. Hackel said that the growing 
public familiarity with the dollar coin will help alleviate reservations 
that the dollar may be mistaken for a quarter. Eventually it should take 
no longer to identify the dollar coin than it does to distinguish a $1 bill 
from a $5 bill or a $10 bill which are all the same size and color, she 
added. 


Why wasn't the dollar made a different color? 


Extensive testing was done on brass-colored materials bonded to a 
copper core. Unfortunately, only the silver-colored cupro-nickel clad on 
copper alloy satisfied the necessary physical requirements to prevent 
Slugging of vending machines and, at the same time, retained an acceptable 
appearance. The copper-zinc and copper-aluminum-nickel alloys which were 
tested deviated from their original brass color to various shades of 
yellow-green after a period of months of handling. 


Why wasn't the dollar multi-sided rather than round? 


The Mint conducted extensive experiments for the development of a 
multi-sided rather than a circular dollar coin. While such a shape would 
clearly have made the new coin unique in our coinage system, technical 
considerations compelled the Mint to reject that alternative. 


The dollar coin does have an eleven-sided inner border within the 
outer circle of the coin. This design feature does visually distinguish 
the dollar from other U.S. denominations. 


How can the visually impaired distinguish the dollar from the quarter? 


The high relief of the top of the eagle's head and wings on the 
reverse of the dollar coin is tactilely detected. No comparable area of 
high relief exists on either side of the quarter. This feature together 
with the difference in diameter and weight should make the coin 
distinguishable. 


In publicly responding to these inquiries, the Director said that the 
widespread use of the new dollar would result in a more economical monetary 
system to both the Federal government and to private industry. Mrs. Hackel 
added that because of the potential savings which would result from 
increased use of the dollar coin, the Treasury and Federal Reserve System 
have initiated a study to consider the various implications of substituting 
the dollar coin for the dollar bill. Present plans call for the production 
of both, she said. After ample supplies of the new dollar coin are 
available, public acceptance measured, and the study completed, continued 
production of both will be reappraised with an eye toward the feasibility 
of eventual replacement of the dollar bill with the dollar coin. 


